
From: <a.c.robbins73@gmail.com> 
Date: September 10, 2015 at 11:41:38 AM EDT 
To: "Dld1north@yahoo.com" <Dld1north@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Merchant's Row 

 
Hello Donna. 
 
You said at the Selectboard meeting that the discussion of railroad overpasses was leading to 
more ideas about traffic and street configurations downtown. I thought I would throw an idea 
into the mix too. 
  
When you think about the intersection of Merchant's Row and S. Pleasant St., although it has a 
triangle in the middle of it, functionally it is really a normal intersection of two roads. If we took 
out the triangle, as we did on College St. next to the existing Town Office building, we could 
extend the lawn in front of the Town Hall Theater out to the sculpture in the middle of the 
triangle. That would create a nice pedestrian path in front of the Town Hall Theater, and would 
cut down on all the pavement and multiple crosswalks in the area. Two-way traffic would still be 
able to travel on Merchant's Row, and there would be just one intersection instead of two. 
  
I do not favor making Merchant's Row pedestrian-only or one-way. The circulation patterns 
work best when vehicles can go around blocks and there are choices of where to go and where to 
park. Right now, if there are no parking places near St. Stevens, I can go around the green and 
down Merchant's Row to find a spot. Or if I stop at Carol's, I can go up Merchant's row and 
around to the Cross St. Bridge to get home.  
  
I've lived in the Midwest and California, and New England is the only place where triangles are 
common in intersections, with two-way traffic on both sides. In Faribault, MN, some engineer 
(possibly a New Englander, I thought!) designed an intersection this way, and eventually it was 
taken out because drivers found it too confusing. Here we take the triangles for granted, but 
there's no harm in thinking outside the box. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Chris Robbins 
8 Gorham Ln.  
 
 


